
Postal Chess

by lYike Singleton

Sol you write your move down on a scoresheet, neatly
write the date beside it, and send it to a faceless name
at an address that you were sent when you joined the postal
chess club for an exorbitant fee. You reflect that rne
game will probably take about nine months, cost abcut s3.50,
and w1l1 most 1ikely be a draw. l,{hat's the point? tn/hyplay Postal Chess?

rf thoughts like this even occurred to the 'postal chess
Fan' they would be dismissed as heresy, for he is a
distinct species - a special kind of Chess addict.
The PC Fan revel-s in the challenge offered by an unknown
opponent, who has almost unlimited time to make his moves(usual rules allow a cumulative time of two days to make
each niove, once it has been received) and who tan use any
book or ma gazine at his disposal. But he knows that to'
win such a game wi 11 bring even greater satisfaction
because of this challenge, and that there will be no excuse
of distraction like time - trouble, ti.redness, noise,
unfamiliar surroundings, psychclogical p1oys, etc., just
DUr-e, deep, Chess.

what crB pl ayers of ten don' t rea lise is that pc is r.iot
any more mechanical cr any less exciting than 0TB chess,
they ere cften surprised to learn that there are just as
many iif not more) gambits, unorthodox openings, miniatures,
,=maz'i no oq.:noS etC. , aS in 0TB CheSS - f Or althouqhoouu1:6- uLU., c:b J_l ut D t-ltesli - ,_b.. yOU
have more time, rBsources, to find the best defences, so
do you to finC the best attacks. Thus the balance is
unaltered, but the chess is deeper, particularly tactical 1y.

To illustrate this point, here is the first gem( ! ) A
quick win of mine against R.N.V. Ha11, who although graded
over.200 at the time of the game, f e11 in lB movas to an
opening deemed unplayable by some experts.

N.P.F. Singleton v R.tvl.V. Ha11. Staunton Gambit Deferr-ed.

1. d4 eG 2. c4 f5 3. e4 fxe 4. Nc3 NfB 5. f3 Bb4 ( l?l-EeB c h
11. Be2 Nxd5 ? 12.0-0! _15. Hael QdB 16. Bxf6 sxf 17. Ne5! f5 TE;-RtTE--REs-Isns-

pawn (move llJ but was the original gambit sound? l..iho knows?
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very bad mistakes do sometimes occur in PC and to prove
it here's the shortest game that I've ever lost - which
also illustrates that well known Chess fact that one
'l nqeq a oamp hrr e qeni es nf i npxnl i nahl e blunders butIUruo u 6u'r'u uJ

wins by sheer brilliance !

M.P.F. Singleton v G. Katz. 1971. Queen's Gambit Accepted.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 dxc 3. Nf3 NfB 4. e3 eE 5. Bxc4 c5
0-0

ffi sure all beginners will recognise! J....Nga
13. Rf1 ? ? Nd4 ! Res igns

How do you start PC?

There are two main clubs in England; the P0STAL CHESS CLUB
run by CHESS LTD. Sutton Coldfield, (Annual Sub. S3.50 or
s"2.75 if you already subscribe to cHESS magazine, which is
1.4.50 p. a. , where the club results are published) or the
BRITISH CORRESP0NDENCE CHESS ASS0CIATI0N; Enquiries Officer
J.F.R. Gale, 51 Tudor Drive, Otford, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN14 5QR,

IAnnual Sub. S3.50 which includes the quarterly magazine
C0RRESP0NDENCE CHESS, and a free entry to one of their
tournaments straight away ) . The BCCA run the officia l
British Correspondence Chess Championship.
chamoion is J. K. FootnerJ .

( Curre nt

0ne particular feature of PC is the high standard of opening
play that is possible, though it does tend to be bookish,
and-one is Dresented with an ideal opportunity to carefully
try out one's pet lines or 'improvements'. A favourite
op-ening of mine a few years ago was the 4 Pawn Attack
against the King's Indian Defence. f used to play the
'Wi1d Line'where white takes on d5 with his c pawn, and
I have always thought that the move 9. b5!? against
this line was unsound, though a 1ot of players used it
(and sti11 do i e.E. The King's Indian Defence, W. Hartston,
p. 133-1341 in preierence to g. ReB which I think is
much better, and probably refutes hjhite's opening. I was
able to prove this successfully when F. Boyd played the
g" b5 line in a postal game against nre as long ago as
1968 I Victory in this particul-ar theoretical battle was
all the sweei-- --inn- Mn Bnvri was the editor, at the time,

-'.-*-til , JlllUE lll ' UUYU wuu

of that excellent but now defunct magazine 'chessman
Quarterly', which of course specialised in opening theory...

M.P.F. Singleton v F. Boyd. PCC lgOB. 4 Pawn Attack.

1. d4 NfB 2" c4 c5 3. d5 eB 4. Nc3 exd 5. cxd dE
Oxe

, though quoted aL riskY,-Ence White
will castle and then play Be7, d6 and Nd5....) 13. exf Bxf6
14. Bxf 6 Qxf E Is ' Qdz b4 16. Ne4 Qe7 11' N3gET-IThe -looks as
thou!h N395 is not playable at first sight, due to the threat
of h6. But White's thpeats of d6, Qd5, Bc4, etc seem to
be enough...) ....e+s (Declining to try and win the knight
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by 17... h6 because of 18. dE Qe5 19. Bc4ch f oll-owed by
Bd5. I 18. d6 Qe5 19. 0-0-0! (0f course he st111 canrt
wi n tfre Zn " Nxe4 Qxe4 because of
21, Bf3!) ....NcB 2O. h3 Nf6 2I. NxfBch Qxf6 (If 2I..,.RxfB,
the back rank is too weak and the black quEEn-is too exposed;
vizi 22. Bf3 Bd7 23. Rhel Qd4 (23...Qf4? 24. Bd5ch KhB
25. Qxf4 Rxf4 26. Bxc6 Bxc6 27. d7++) 24. Bd5ch KhB
25, Ne4! R3fB 26, Qxd4 cxd4 27, Nc5 winning material.)
22. s4 Bd7 23.=A!!"1. lieT= 2t

28. Rftch Bf5
29, g5 mate. ) 26. QxfTch Kh6 27. h4 I IThreatenins mate
on h7) ... qgi si ;;;;';;;;owi11
be mate, even if White's queen is takenJ

(l think this game refutes 9.,.b5, the move 77. N395 (l)
being better than 17. N4g5 as suggested in 'The King's
Indian Def ence' . tdhat do vou think? )

S&BGOPOSTAL

This season, for the first time for many years, Streatham
Chess Club entered an eight board team in the British
Correspondence Chess League. We werB considered strong
enorrph tn he olaced in the Premier Division fhishcst\ rrr6
Dossible cji vi siOn One Can pnton hv annl i Cation) . 0UruPPrr

main aim this season was to be promoted to the Championship
Section of the BCCL by coming in the top two places of the
Prenrier. At the time of writing it looks as though we
have succeeded, with 12] points out of 16. Each player
played two games against his opponent. Contact between
the team members throughout the tournament was maintained
by a circulating notebook in which players recorded thein
moves so far, so that each could see how other team mates

-^++.i ^-were gerrr_ng along.

The team results ware as follows:

Board 1.

Streat ham

N. E. Povah

R. Emerson
R. J . Sams
fl.P.F" Singleton

D. L. llassie
R. Ha ldane
wl.C. Davis
J. Bennett

t-l Qnanl i n-
(North Circular League)

R. Roberts (Sheffield'A' )

E. Sparke ( Exeter 'A' )

M. J . Hughes
( H unt s/Peterborough )

D. Wi 1 lmets ( Civi 1 'B' )

A. Ryder (Droyls)
fl.J. Cook (Woking)
B. Bvrne (Scholars)

-

q

'7

A

I
2
2

nU
I
2

0
0
2

1l

L

0

0
I
0

To demonstrate the versatility of some of our top players,
here are some postal games from the event, EFtnotated by the
players themse lves.

Roger Emerson R, Roberts. Board 2. Ruy Lopez

L. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 a6 4. Ba4 rc tr n-n r]-4
ffi xd4
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g. h*g hxg 10. Ng5 Nh6 11. Bd5 Be2 IZ. c3 Bxe513. cxd4 RcB 0lafson v Marjan where lnlhite got smashedbut I think I've got an improvement 14. gcO* KfB
-15. 93!) 9. hxg hxg 10. Ng5 Nh6 tt. Bd5 Kd7 12. dxe Qxe513. NxfTt @rn move i,Vhit"
smasIE?-Through) . . . NxfT t4: Qxg4+ KdB i5. -BiI-0;B -

16. Qg6 !ce5 _ 11 . 3*
zu. |\gz t\o4 21. t\dz Heslgn

E. Sparke v Richard Sams. Boand 3. Caro-Kann.

l. e4 cE 2, d4 d5 3. Nc3 dxe 4. Nxe4 Nf6 (4...Nf6 is too
4 

'Bi i- z. s"3 Nd78. Ne2 Qc7 9. Ne3 8g6 I
6 
' it. -eir 

+s(r don't know why r played this move m3looks much more reasonable. Many would suggest that r havegiyen myself a bad bishop, but f bxpect thiJ-game to be atribute to my imagination and insieht!) 13. 0el Nf614. Bdz 0-0-0. (Tempting was 14...N;5 but E:FFTilTxf 5 Bxf 4T6l-;Trwra 17. NgTi (Not 17. Qs3 Bxf5!) Kd7 18. ds!Black is in troubleJ 15. !4(?) (r-had expected 15. a4, andhad looked at Lhe forlbwTnE--sEange variaiion, ]5...h516. Ba5 b6 77. Bc3 h4 tB. Ne2 h3 19. 93 c5F 15.b4? wasnot accurate - now Black gains a strong initiative becausethe bishop on g6 suddenly becomes usefuf.) ...Nd516, NeZ Bh5 17 . 93 RhgB 18. Khl Nf 6 19. Bffie2

"oi ofEEellFit:_=quares and u comilandiilg position for his queen. )
. . . Be7 26. Rf3 Qd7 27. Bf2 Qd5 28. Qe2 RdgB (Black's

31. Qe3 (Not 31. Rel? becau es)Ft€tr a) D..t 1. | . U t U JL. l\U f

BLACK: R. SAMS

TO PLAY

l,r/HITE:

. . . Bxh4 ! 33. Rfl ( If 33, Bx h4 Qc2 wins)

E. SPARKE

34. Resigns,
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Dave lvlassie had a gcod game with the Pelikan which mav
be of fheoretical interest:

D. Wi l lmets Dave lvlassie. Board 5,

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 NcB 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 e5
n

g!urpioned by several S & B players) 9. BxfE gxf6
lCI. Nds f 5 11. Bd3 Be6 12. Qhs Be7 -Tf-bmb-

R"5
tn16. Uhb Hg5 |.1d...Hg5 is an improvement first played in
TumaRo\-Svesnikov in I975. That game continuei
19. Rdl Qe7 2A. Nc2 RgE 21. Qf4 Bxa2 22. Ne3 QeS! and
Black went on to win the endingJ 19. Nc2 (This is the
suggested impnovement on Rdl, and T-bElTEve we're in
unchartered territorVJ ...Ne5 2D. Nd3 Bc4 2I. Bxc4 bxc4

BLACK: D . IVIA SS IE

TO PLAY

IdHI TE : D . t^/I LLIVIETS

.Rxe2+! Khl Qxd5 29. Nxd5 Rxf2 30. Nf6+ Kx

. l\xe

IS

. XX x
.Ka xaB ? Rb2 !

ffiffiffiffi*ffiffi

" But helpless pieces of the game he plays,
upon this chequer-board of nights and days,

Hither and thither moves, and checks, and s1ays,
And one by ona back in the closet 1ays."

22. 0-0 d5 23. Radl Nd

E. Fitzgerald,
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Junior Championship

(UNDER 14 )

1--- 11

by Mike Singleton

D. | -:-

1st. John Flanagan

Znd. Davici Reuben

3rd. Daniel Feinstein

Gary Flanagan

5th Marc Hudson

6th Russell Widmer

Christop her McE 1 1 igott

Bth Andrew McElligott

6

B

5

L2

10

W.

5

I

a

2

1

2

1

007
'r n trLJ U J2

tz3

215
112)

-ZJZ

0 10 2

091

The tournament was run as an a1l play all section where
each player played two games against each oppo!en!.
These games were played as opponents were available, oFl

club nights throughout the season.

It was no surprise that the section was dominated by
two youngsters who also had outstanding results in their
+--- ' -Fnp the club this season. John Flanagan andLUdilr BCllluJ lu

David Reuben, fl€iLher of whom were defeated.

John was the eventual winner, and received an engraved
silver cup to keep.

A special prize for good clubmanship was awarded to
lhri sl nnhpn and Andrew tvlcElligott, two comparatively
nBW memDers, who set an excBllent example by getting most
of their games played.

Here is a short, sharp game by the Champion who, after
struggling through a difficult opening, plays a winning
move that seems to come out of nowhere.

John Flanagan (White) v Marc Hudson. Ruy Lopez,0ld
Stei n:-Lz Defence.

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5 d6 4. 0-0 t4. d4 B"J7

7 . d3 (hJhite seems to have lost his opening initiative J
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. . . dxe B. dxe Qxdl 9. Rxdl BdB 10. Rel Bxf3 11
Of ecS

15. Bxc5+ Nxc5 16. b4 Ne6 17. Ba4 cE 18. Bb3 Nd7
?

WHITE TO
PLAY AND
i^lI N

23. Na5! Resisns.
--.--_----------DAWn at least.

Black loses the exchanse and a

" Wh.it s ha 1I we do
The hot water at
And if it rains,
And wB shal1 play
D-^--.i ^- 't.i J1-^-I I UJOf rtE f,tUJEDC

tomorrow? h/hat ever
ten.
a closed car at four.

^r ^L,a game of cness,
^-r '^-'r'ins fnnEyEb oilLJ WClJ-L_..b

sha11 we do?

a knock upon
the door. "

T e tr'li^+
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tE* Passantt...

The following are extracts from our old Minute Books,
+ the London League and Surrey Records.

From the Hinutes

1918 Streatham Club f ounded at the t^lhite Lion Hotel
232 Streatham High Road.

1921/2 Membership drops below 27.
1924 Simultaneous by F.D. Yates (British Champion)

over 26 boards.
1928 Re-entered Al-exander Cup.
1929 4 teams in Surrey Trophy (Battersea, Thornton

Heath, Sutton and Thames Va11ey)
Secretary authorised to spend up to S1 on
advertis ing.

1930 Team to be entered for Beaumont Cup at
South London League.

1933 Kingstm and Clapham Common enter Surrey Trophy.
1935 Club Funds total 11/10d

Cost of room S1B.15s per annum.
1936 Subscription incneased to 15s.
1937 Friendly v Dunroaming Sports and Social Club

(wewong-1)
1946 l^/. Povah (Nige1's grandfather) elected

temporary Secretary and Treasurer.
Club affi liates to the Surrey County Chess
AssociaLion.
Streatham and Brixton Chess Clubs merge.

I947 Club Championship limited to 10 players
(Entry Fee 2/6d.)
1st prize 91, 2nd prize 1O/-, 3rd prize 5/-
24 moves per hour then 12 per hour thereafter
(clocks must be used! ! )

1950 1,,J. Povah elected President.
1953 Cost of room Sl per night.

Subscription S1-5-0 (Tota1 lvlembership - 39)
Teams I in London League Div. 'c'

I in Surrey Trophy
I in Alexander Cuo.

Ig54 Membership fees increased to: Men g1-10-0
hlomen t1- 5-0
Juniors 12-6d.

TotaI club expenses S70 p.a,
1955 Said unless membership increased club would

have to close.
1956 Club moves to Streatham Baths (Rent 15/- per week)

- Subscriptio n 3O/-
Certain Battersaa Grammer SchooI pupils granted
free membenship.
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1s60

1/6 /6r
1s63

1s65
19 6 7

1s 70

Is72

1973

1g 74

19 75

19 Z6

Brixto n

Streatham

Ls46 /7

194s/50
1s s0ls I
Is5t/s2
19 54l5 5

F.C. lYanning elected Znd Team Captain.
Suggested that junior attendance be limited to
? ..troninsq npr month.
MomF,onohi- - Adults 31 - Juniors 13.
Separate Junior Club proposed
membenship 2/6d p.a. and 6d per week.
Committee meeting to decide date of A.G.lY.
Adu 1t Sub. 5.2 p . a.
Friendly match v Hastings (we lost i6+ - 13])
F 17 enoni nn onrri nmonf& tL DPETTU Urr ELluf PiltEltur
Qrrnnorr m=*nhoq nl avpd at Bgdf Ofd AfmS.Pruj uu
P. J . N. Howarth elected Tournament Secretarv.
Club moves to the Bedford Park.
J. M. Bennett - Surrey U- 16 Champion.
D. Ilassie - Surrey U-14 Champion.
ryl. Lester appointed Surrey Trophy Captain.
B.P. Floyd elected as Secretary.
Total Subs. 958.29o
Current Account S 10. ( Def icit )
London League lst Team narrowly escaped relegation.
Surrey Trophy - Lost B - Drew 2 - h/on 0.
General dissatisfaction about the running of
the club at A.G.lY.
lY. Lester appointed Treasurer.
Cunrent Account deficit still S10 but expenditure
S]00 o1us.
Subs increased to Adults g3

OAP's S 1. 50.
Students g 1
U- 16 50o

N.E. Povah elected President
S.A. t^lhite takes oven El1am Trophy team
P.J.N. Howarth takes over London League 1st team.
Subscriptions increased to 96.00.
Agreed Club Chamni nnshi n should be run as a- . ' ".,'H
weekend Swiss.
R. Emerson elected Treasurer.
Rent 12.50 per week for 2 venues.

LONDON CHESS LEAGUE

Founder member of League in 1887.
lst Division winners IB97/8, 1923/4 and lg32/3
Eastman Cup Winners I92g/30, 1930 /3I, 1931 /32.

Streatham and Brixton appeared for the first
time in 'B' (2nd) Division (3rd out of 10).
Rcl esatcd tn C Division.
Bottom of C Division - Section A
2nd C Division - Section A

4th out of I in D Division.
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1s56 /57
rs57 /58

1s60/6 I
rg6r / 62
1s63/64

1965/66
1967/68

1s6B/6s

1971/72

1972/73

r973/74
Is74/75
rs75/76

r3/b///

Brixto n

Won D Division and Promoted.
2nd in C Division and promoted - 2nd team
in D Division.
2nd in B Division and Promoted.
Relegated from A Division.
hJon B Division
Won Eastman Cup.
3rd Team entered in E Division.
lst Team finished 3rd in A Division
Znd team won D Division, and promoted'
lst team relegated from A Division.
Znd team relegated from C Division.
3rd team withdrawn.
Znd team relegated from 4th Division.
3rd team entered 6th but withdrew after 6

lst team relegated from 2nd Division.
2nd team relegated from 5th Division.
lst team won 3rd Division and promoted.
1st team 3rci in Division 2.
lst team won Znd Division and promoted.
Znd team promoted from 6th Division.
lst team wins lst Division.
Znd team wins 5th Division.
3rd team is promoted from 7th Division.

SURREY

^^+^--;EIILEIEU

matches.

Srrr-r.err Trnnhv winners 1BB5 /6/7 lBBg 1896usr r eJ' .- -t-..J
19 10 /20/2I/22/23 /24 and
1930.

Alexanden Cup winners lg23/3A and 31.

Streatham

Surrey Trophy winners Ig75/6 and Ig76/7
Beaumont Cup- winners Ig2O/I and I975/6
Ellam Trophy winners 1974/ 5 and 1976/7
Centenary Trophy winners 1975/6 and Ig76/7
Minor TrLphy winners rc7A/7I and Ig73/74

1930/31 Golombek (Brixton) wins individual championship
Quote from year book "lYr. Golombek is the
youngest ch-ampion in the history of the Association
lnd r,i= win from a field stronger than usual
without loss of a game is a very fine performance.
He is obviously a player with a future." (He was
20 at the time. )

1935/6 H. G. Felce ( Brixton) Surrey Champion'
Neither streatham nor Brixton entered inter-club
cornpetitions during the war.

1g53/54 2nd' team entered in Mino:r Trophy
Lg57/58 Znd team withdrawn from Minor Trophy'
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1959/60

1s60/61

1963/64

1965 to

Ever- since the war the first team struggled
along at the bottom of the Surrey Trophy but
this year lifted themselves to 7Lh out of 10.
Znd in Surrey Tnophy,
Losing finalists in Alexander Cup.
Znd team runners up in Ilino r Trophy.

date - see above.

fly thanks are due to C.E. i,{i1liams for his valuable
noco:nnn

frf*t'r*-*"*'ffi'ffiffiffiffi

"0 Thou, whose cynic sneers express
the censure of our favourite chess
Know that its. skil1 is science 'self
Its: play distraction from distress
It soothes the anxious lover's care,
It weans the drunkard from excess,
It counsels warriors in their art,
When dangers threat and perils press,
And yields US, when we need them most,
Companions in our loneliness. "

A1 Mutazz circa 1038.
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Roots

Streatham Chess Cluir
l.()i'\l)lil) lItii.

The Cornrnittc. -trilit.' Stt r.'rtltrnt Chess
Club be{ to ail!loulice that the}'!tre open
!o receivc lpSrlications ior nletnhersliip front
clrcss plalers ill 5{ro0thnnl atld lhe sur'
rounilinq tiistricts.

.\pplicaliorrs sltould be fisde 1i) the Hor!.
Secreiar!'. Ct.t lt R{)11,41, \VHl'tlr l.lt!l'i
RISTAt]it,,\\'i'. 2.12-{ Slreatham lligh
Road. S.\\r.10.

N0'fi:. Personal application may be
rnacle al lhe aSove lldrjrc'ss on arrl'Thursday
eveni;rg.

Streatham Chess Club

s't'11 F).4',r ll.l.rI ('ll Ii'\s (' l'I' B.

STREATHAM CIIESS CI,UB
(Ibuudod 1918.)

TTIS STR,EATEAM CHESS CLIIB
has uow r€-obened for trh€

elevenfb seo-so!.
AII ttltercsted in tbe gurne of
Clreas are cord,ially trnvlted to

becrrDe membens.
Annua.l subscrintlon 10s. 6d.

Apply &t tlre Olub Room:
Tho Whlte Llon Best&urant,

352-4. Hlgh Road, .qtl'e&tharm.
on &ny Thursday evenln€i.

STRNATIIAH CH[$S CIUB

Chess Mates
STREATIIAM'S ehe ss enthttr-

tasts are meeting regularlY again
each week at the White Lion-
during the war theY gave uP their
weekiv meetings, aithough some of
them were to be seen dailY at a

certbin well-known cafe "battling"
with each other 'over a tea table'
6ne of the most enthusiastic is
ft;. Carus Colliver. Downton-
avenui, Streatham Hiil, no mean

expon"nt. In 1919 and 1925 he took

""it 
in simultaneous disPlaYs

lE"itt.t J. R. CaPablanea' then
i""o-.fa tit"-pion' the re-sult inreach
;;;;;; a draw' and in 1e27 he

u""i -r'. b. Y"tus, chamPion of
6i""t gtit"i", in a simul
display at Streatham'

CJ, A
(].4

STREATHAM & tsRIXTON
CHESS CLUB

WHITE LION RESTAURANT
232 sTREATHAM HIGII ROAI). S.\v.15

Afrliatcd to
The Surrey Crrtntv (ll,'.rs rlrrrrirtlirrrt

.S'*.t,"' ,o4.l ,tit
l'rti,lqtt

IrflA N( :f s (',. f lr,l.l 
"lt., 

tttul

Uht-l'rritltntt
Ffr"llll,,lttt. I tltt I' ||||,l','/
AIX)l,pt f tJt;, l,,tr. ,il l,t tV /\fi. y.ryl

E. C. BEST
Ct nmitlee

H, J, T}RADSI-'A\V
E. J. CLAPSHAW L. M. (;REEN

L. KNAPP
Hn. SectetarY .

W. N. ABBOTT
57 Pendle Road, S.W.16

Hm, Treasuter :

H. TIVEY
115 LeiSham Court Road, S.W.l6

Hn. Match Caqtain:
v/. J. LESTER

15 Dorchester Court, I*igham Court Rd. S.W.16

Hon. Tmrnarcnt Srcretary :

A. H, SUDELL
33 Wavertree Road, S.W.2

CHESS

.. BRITISH CHAMPION TO

VISIT STREATHAM
The Streatham Chess Club held theil

tliirtcentlr annual general meeting at tlre
White Lion Itestrurant, Streatbam, last
(Thurvlal') crenitrg, rn,l. drrring tlre
corrlse ol tbe etlnitrg tlre lton. secretar.v
t tl r'. L. L. Po-vnter') annottrtcerl I hrrl ho
hutl l;ecn nlrle to art'anqp fol r]rc tJliti.lr
champion. nfr F. l). Yates, to visit the
clul: -on Thursday, October 15, [lr.
Yates will sive a simultaneous exhibi,
tion. playirrg ali. ttrc rnember* of ilte
clrrlr. A vory rntel'tsstlng erenllrg ls
oronri setl.' 'l'ire l^on. secretarv and corninittee will
nlwr.r-s welcome ladies or gentlelnen
irrtoriested it; Nre gaine n'lto litt'es to
visit the club room. at the White Lion
Restarrant, 232-4, Streathanr Eigh-road,
S.\T.f6. on nny .Thursday evenfng.

,'l'ho Strealham Clhess Club has again
entererl for t[e Snn'ey Trophl' and Alex-
andel Urrp.

W,
Brixton Chess

Club
The Royal game has few supporters

more coretant and enthusiasLlc thanthe members of Streatham s own
ches6_club, for every Thur6day cven-
Lng dur.ing the pa6t 35 years the
St.reatham and Brixton Cli.rse CIu:r,which was founded in 1918. haa meiin the Wtlite lrion nestaurant to
teacrh, learn, play and dis€uss tlh.egame of chees.

It€ poligy hae been not on,ly toproduce fir6t-clas6 pilaye16, but ai6oto study the needs-of the younger.
up - and - cornrng begrnnci.. Oclo-genarrans and schoolboyo meet on
equal terms in its friend,ly atmo-
sphere. Exhibition games by 6uch
high-ranking masters as A. D. Yate6
and Koenig, botlh British chainrrplons,
Ilave on nany occasions ben grven
in the clubroom for the benetlt ol
msmbers, and plan6 are in hand for
Iufi,hex simultaneoLls diGplays durlng
r,ne comlng se,ason,

In trtre liorld ol che66 the n,arne oJ
Felce i6 a houBehold v/ord, and

three famous Felces (F. C., G. A. and
I{. G.) are all active mernber6 of the
Streatham Che6s Club. T,he Felc€ Crlp
i6 indeed one of the elitte,rintr nrizesi6 indeed one of the glitte,ring prizes
for which dogged and dougihty but
silent team6 battle year aft€r yearsilent team6 battle year aft€r year
acro66 the board in the Suuev tour-
namenr6.

,4'6 in other spheres of 6ports, ri6-
ing cadt6 hsv€ h,ad effect in che66
circle6, and Streathern Club mem-
b'Cr6, a'- an extraord'inary lenersl:n€:'ln.g, recently inclelsed the
annua,l sub6criDlion lo 25i., a modestannual cu.bccriDl,ior lo 256., a moCesl
sum witha,I lor 48 eveningrs olpleasnt recroation in what i6 -con-
sidere,C to be the mo€t comfortable6idere,C to. be the mo.
crhee; room in London.

i6 {ortunate in that the

In one of their tra,st gam€6 of the

Strealham ohe€s players, begin-
ner6 and advanred. are r:rviled to
cnrol for the comin8 season, eithcr
personally at the JlubroJni or by
lDpllcaticn to thc recrst3ry. Mr. lI. .t.
Brad6rha.J. 2 Rydra.l-rd,, Streairham.

season, the Streatham ar)d Brixton
Che66 Clu,b were ju6i be'aten by t''te
odd point aft€r a hard-lt}ugrht tusdle
with Battersea, winners of the Surrey
Trophy Cnp ior 1952.

STREATTIAM C}!ES5 CT,UB.

Streatham Cl..- Ct,.U has re-openerl for
the oleventh seaso! and is extending an
irvitaticq of mombersbip to all interdsted
in thc game. Inexperienced players can bo
coaohed bv some of the leading players.

Mr. F. D. Yates is expected at the club
as BooD as hc returns to this country.
.Applications shonld be mado at the club
ro-om e"t the White Lion Restaurant'232'4
$treatbam High-road, on any Thursday
evontuq.

Tbc-r'c-opcrring took placo on Thursday
of lost wcek, and there is every sign of a
guccosslul scason in stote,

Tha "lul, hrs cntered again for ihe Surrey
Trophv and also for tho Alexander Cup'
havina pleasant memories of f inishing
seconl in-thp lr,tter competitiorr last year.

STREAT}IAM CHESS
cruB

Re-opens 5th Oct., 1933
(t6th gci.o!.)

"\ll cnquiria :egudint Msmbcnhip rhould
ha eddrctrd to thc IIon. Boi..
CLLIB ROOM, .IilEITE I,ION

s$ETAUnANT,
28t {, lnr.ithrm lIirh Rrrrrl, 8,W.t0., STRI: THAM CI{Ett

CIUB

Chees Clubs llaoe
Amalgamated

Streatham Chess Club ,has amal-
gamated wit'h the Brixton Club
and wili in future be known as the
Streatham and Brixton Ches
Club. It will r+open o,n Tturs-
day, September 26, *t tbe "White
Lion,'' Streatham Iligh-road, at
7 o'clock, and will meet there
overy Thursday erening {rom 7 to
10.3(). New nrenrber,g will be wel-
comed.

The rlub has entered in the',8"
f)ivision of the Lonclon 0hecs
League, and will arrange other
n1eT4!e8.



Opening Surveys

THE BISHOPS OPEN]NG

by Chris Jcnes

The 20th century hasn't seen any sign:fj":-nt Chdr^,f,.'s
in the Bishopb 0pening. It has continueC on its way
without gaining any gneat deal of popularity.

Over the last two decades Keres, Bronstein, Larsen -:nc
Estrin have aII done a 1ot to nefine the opening, yet
it is stili consioered a specialist's opening and es
such only a few significant games are published each
year. The most recent of these was played between-
Hartston - Petrosian, I977 European Team Championships,
lvl oscow. 1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d3 (other moves
available e (b) Nf3 Petroff's
Defence (c) d4 main line 0uroussoff Gambit (d) f4?! with
a delayed King's Gambit, which isn't to be recommended)
... c6 (Paulsen's Def ence considered Black's complete
E-'dTence to the Bishop's 0pening, Black aims to set up a

pawn centre, thus gaining time by pushing back the
king'u Bishop) 4. Bb3 (Unusual, normal here is 4. Nf3 d5

5. en: Bd6 6. NE5-EEG- 7. Bg5 Qa5 8.0-0 etc., Hartston
avoids the main line but Petnosian could have transposed
if he had wished) ...8c5 5. Nf3 d6 6. Nc3 0-0 7, 0-0?!
NfdT B. NeZ BbE I P,
ffimore time so to preserve the piece. )

9. c3 Nc5 10. Bc2 Bg4 tt. Ngs tlt s t2. il with an equal
game, eVentual1y drawn af ter 3B moves.

These days Larsen is considered the leading exponent of
the BishLp's 0pening. It came as a great surprise to
everybody when he played it in the Amsterdam World
championsnip Interzonal 1964, afthough he also play9d it
in the Danish championships that same year. Here is a

qame from the Interzonal Tournament.

LOI JEII \/ Benser

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d3 d5? I (an unusual system, Black
Cer to weaken h/hite's KingKJ

side. ) 4. exd5 Nxds 5. Nf3 Nc6 ( if 5. . . Bg4 6. h3 Bxf3
7. 0xf3 d6 10. d4 [with advantage
to whitel 6. 0-0 Be4 7. Re1 Be7 B. h3 Bxf3 g. Qxf3 Nd4

n nru. r!s+ u-u I-T.-R-xe5---Fat last White gets the pawn but
e pressunel ...Nf6 12. adl 899

13.Rel ReB 14. Be3 c5 15. Nd2 B Bxd4 cxd4
c3 dxcXEO+ KXE XC . Ua4 Ke

22. ' . h4 Hes rgns .

As the game showed the possibilities to experiment are
endlessl It is certainly sound, and yet flexible enough
to suit most styles positionally or tactically,
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Larsen tends to steer towards a favourable endgame,
hence the patient buildup without committing White's
forces too soon.

The main 1ine, named after the Russian 0uroussoff,
Gamb its a pawn wi th 3. d4 , l^Jh ite hopes to obtain an
advantage in time and space in order to achieve pressune
on the uncastled King. The game Timoshenko - Karpov,
I969 USSR Junior Championships, clearly illustrates this.

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 NfE 3. d4 exd4 4' Nf3! [0uroussoff 's
improvement, now Black must decide his fate, NcE
transposes into the Two Knight's Defence, while other
lines offer litt1e chance of equalizing. The game
A. Martin v D. Duncan, Glasgow Herald 1977 continued
4. . . Bb4+? 5. c3 dxc3 6. 0-0 (or bxc3 intending e5 with
a strong position) and White won this game in 15 moves. l
...Nxe4 (main Iinel !_j__axd4 t',lf6 0. eg5 8"7 i. N"3 

"6E--T:o d5 (t^lhite's
;;.ffi.ilM n-,,^ ^-^^^al nni nr nn i e tnal fr E SnouJ_Ullul-uJ-llB Lllu pdwll Lllti BUIIET (trr uPalrrurr ro
return it in order to obtain equal chances) g. Rhel! Be6
10. Bd3 (such is B1ack's position that it ls-ffi-
G-i@us for him to castl-e, this is a common situation
for Black to be in, and why so many games go into the
Two Knight's; he lasts longer that way ! ) . . . NbdT
11. Qh4 c5 (Karpov's own tiy to improve tEffiaTn line,
normaTTere is Nc5) 12. Ne5 Nxe5 13. Rxe5 d4 14. f4 Nd7
15. Bb5 Bxs5 16. fxe
Tg. F;cEl T a wihning move, the rest is just technique.

The 0uroussoff Gambit has certainly been proved sound,
and has now been developed, as the previous game indicates,
into a lethal attacking weapon for the tactical player.
It's only drawback, if it is one, is that Black can easily
decline the Gambit, here are a few more 4th move
alternatives, besides the maln line available.

A) 4...d5 5. exd5 Bb4+ (5"..Nxd5 6.0-0 NcG 7, Re1 Be7
B. Nd4 NbE g. Bb5) 6. c3 Qe7* 7. Kfl = Chances.

B) 4,.,8c5 5. 0-0 dE (if 5...NcE Black goes into the Two
Knight's DefenceJ 6. c3 dxc3 7. Nxc3 0-0 B. Bg5 Be6
g. Bxe6 fxe6 10. Qb3 QcB 11. e5 with advantage to White

So back to the main line and a few games from club members.

A. D. lvlarti n v R. J . trlebb. Woo I lacombe 19 76 .

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 NfB 3. d4 exd4 4. Nf3 Nc6 5. 0-0 Bc5

Lange Attack) 6. e5 Ng4 7. Bf4 (best as now the Black
Knight is badly@ moves here are 7. c3 d5
B. Bb5 dxc g . Qa4 0- 0 10. Bxc6 bxc6 1 1. Qxc6 cxb2
12. Bxb2 RbB 13. Qxc5 Rxb2 14. QxaT f6 15. Qd4 RbB
with equal chances, but certainly not 7. BxfT+? as Black
gets a clear advantage after 7...Kxf7 B. Qxg4 d5
g. e6 8f6 10. Rel NdB 11. Bf4 hO )
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9. Nbd2 (or 9. Bg5 Be7 10. BxhE gxh6 11. Bd5!) ..'d5
T E Bd7 11. Nb3 Bb6 12. Re] Nxe5 13. Nxe5 Bxb5i
ZZ. DTli TXCJ aJ. D2(tj I |{UU La. U UJ u{ UJ ws

26. Rxdb Nf5 27. Hdl l\e/ 16. l-(d/ KtBb Lr' t!t'J '! u

J. Beadle (1291 v J.A. Johnson (191!l

or 5. , . d5 6. Bxd5 Nf6
5. UOZ -

7. BxfT+ KxfT B. QxdB Bb4+

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d4 exd4 4. Nf3 Bc5 5. c3?!

8. Bg5 with advantage to h/hite) ...d5 6. exd5 Nxd5
7. ruio+ Nb6 (a po j.n[less move, tffis
offfilT5! and will stay there f or the rest of the
game) B. ebs (keeping control of the long diagonal)...0-D
0. 0-0-ETT-(a hopeful move, and it meets with the
;ffimnETt rleserves ) 10. Nf 3 Qh5 11. Bf 4 Na6 ( now
[r-'"-"tn""-rnt;;.-;;;s t ck has
clearly uncjerestimated the position) 12.891 BL+
13. Nbd2 RfeB 14. h3 Bf5 15. Ng5 ! ( not 15. g4 Bxg4

(maintains the
Queenl but not for 1ong, bettFwas QOf when White's
advaniug" is not so great.) IE. Ndf3l (the net closes)
. . . RedB 17. Qcl Bd6 iB, ga 8-li6--GTack could have

ve wa s 1B "Bxf 4

19. Qxfa Qh3 20. BxfT* wins) ]9. NxfT Resigns'

c. J ones v F . C. Ma nn ing. streatham v wimb ledon 19 76 .

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d4 exd4 4. Nf3 Nxe4 5. Qxd4 Nf6

7. Be3 c6 B. Nc3 d5 9. 0-0-0- Be7 10. Qh4 Nd7 J

ancl fi na l lv 5. . . Nd6? 6. O-0 Nxc5 (6. Nc6 7 . Rel+ Ne7

B. Bb3 f6 -9. Qd5l Jones v Harries, Richmond cup'74.)
7. Re1+ Be7 B. QxgT RfB 9. Bh6l winning the exchange')
6. Bs5 Be7 tif o.l.trtcOz 7. Qh4 Be7 transposing)
Zffi3-T'c6' B. Qh4 dE 9. 0-0-0 Be 6 10. Bxe6?! (incorrect,

he King side)
...fxe6 11. Rhel e5 12. 94 Nd7 13. Nd5 Bxg5* ]a.N"_g!_!!q

. Ng3 0-0 19. Nf5 Rxf5 (B1ack is
lehold of the

Knights. ) 20. .gxf5 hxg? 21. fxe5 RfB 22. f6 Qf7, , 123. Rd3 Qc4! [giving Black a chance to counter aIIacKr
2T;--Re4--Na?- ZS. Re(04 exd4 26. b3 ASTJ (blocking his own

30, Rf3+ Resigns.

A. Martin v R. Lobo, Bristol I977.

Although Andrew eventually loses this game he had a clear
plus iiitanC with best plly should !ave won. The opening
still shows the potential io part of the game is included'
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1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d4 exd4 4, Nf3 NcB 5. 0-0 Bc5
ffistins alternative to the normal e5l
-.-T-;_. . . or rnor a verv brisht move) 7. b4 Bb6 B. a4 a6
E. e5 d5 10. exf6 (an ambitious move, stronger
ffiQxdG 11. Ba3J or 10. Bd3 Ne4
11. Qc2 Bf5 12. Ba6 Bb6 13. Nbd21 ) ...dxc4 ll' Rel+ BeB
12. fxgT RgB 13. Be5 Qd5 14. Nbd2 R

reinteresting yet probab ly not the
frF-ongest, better was Ra2! maintaining his binc,
Andrew went on to 10se in 49 moves but Lobo can think
himself lucky because up to here he hadn't had a look-in.

C. Jones v J. Simpson. lYajor 0pen - Portsmouth 1976.

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 NcE (Lhis lad doesn't want to come

ffis line is very passive but that was
soon changed) 3. Nf3 Bc5 4. c3 Nf6 5. d4 [at ]ast
some lifet ... e ange, see
A. lYartin -@ev j.ous example) ... Ne4
7. cxd4 BbE B. Nc3 Nxc3 9. Rel-+ Ne7 10. 6xcTT-A

was
10. . . d5 1 1. Bd3 h6 12. Ne5 O- 0 I 3. Bg3 Be6 14. NxfT KxfT
15. Qh5*l) 11. Be5 ReB 12. Qb3 Res1g1s.

Here is a short game on how not to play against the
Fie.hnne flnpnino nr' Flank to nlav and lose.uloriuFo uPErrrrrE, H--J

C. Jones v J. Hirons. t^/oollacombe ]976.

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 NfB 3. d4 exd4 4. Nf3 NcE 5. Ng5 Bb4*

and White won very quickIY.

C. Jones v A. Ha11. Major 0pen Portsmouth 1976.

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. d4 exd4 4, Nf3 NcE 5. Ng5 d5
b. exof ue/+ 7. Kfl!? [an unusua]- continuation and one

ock to the sYstem) ...ttle5 B' Qxg4 h6
g. Ne4 Nxc4 10.Nxf6+ QxfE 11.Qxc4 Bd6 12. Nc3 0-0 13, Ne4 ttoh

here

an e won a or a rlaT-r1 f nll9
'--b moveS]T. I T

I've given a lot of incomplete games but then the idea
was to show the potential of the opening, so to make up
here are 2 af Larsen's games, iust for a change it's not
the 0uroussoff Gambit but a few obscure 1ines.

Larsen v F. Peterson. Danish Championship 1964.

1. e4 e5 2. Bc4 Nf6 3. Nc3 Bc5 4. d3 d6 5. Qfg (not
it's

so good, at least it makes you think a while) ... 
=Nc66. Nge2 h6 7. Be3 Bxe3 B. fxe3 Na5 g. Bb3 Nxb3

10. axb3 cBlU. axb3 cb 1 l. U- U U- U ll. I\gJ a5 lJ. exuf, uxu:l
r

so

r ReE Winning 0utrisht.



| ^ '-^ ^ ^Lc]l btill Cl i onri n

i. e4 e5 2. B,c4 NfE 3. Nc3 NcB 4. d3 Bb4 5. Nf3 d6

-

6. 0-0 Bxc3 7 . bxc3 Na5 B. Bb3 Nxb3 9. axb3 0-0
10. c4 b6 11. Qe2 Nd/ I'2, Be5 fE 13. Be3 ReB
14. NdZ NfB 15. +4 exf4 16.Bxf4 Ne6 17. Be3 Ne5

d4 Ns6 20. h4 NhB 7I. b
XC XC XC XC b3 Qe7

EJ UY xc5 Bxc
30. Rel BcE 31. Nd3 ReB 32. e5 fxe5 33. Nxe5 Qb7
?A Ttl-2 -^,{ ^ J*J+. r.JDJ AnA a craw was agreeO.

FURTHER TIONKEY BUSINESS!

by Nigel Povah

As some of you may know there is a variation against the
lvlodern Def ence which runs 1. e4 96 2. Bc4 Bg7 3. Qf 3 e6
4. d4 etc. which has been christened "The Monkey's Bum".
However, you may not know that this variation and its
name are closely linked with S & B. The reason for this,
is that Charlie Kennaugh and I were responsible for
inventing the variation, and Ken Coates (soon destined
to join S & B) was responsible for naming it, when the
three of us were at Leeds University from 1971 - 1974,

I will not attempt to give a historical explanation as
to how the variation and its name arose (for that purpose
I refer readers to my article "Some Monkey Business" in
the August edition of BClvl), but I would like to outline
some of the interesting features of this obscure and
1itt1e known variation.
Fnr a start- it shnrrld he oointed out that the variationur e, l

provides the hlhite player with a psychological advantage
as do many surprise 1ines, especially when you play your
third move 3. Qf3 - you can almost hear your opponent
thinking "He must be a real patzer probably hasn't been
playing the game f cr 1-ong. "

However, various players including Charlie Kennaugh,
Julian Hodgson, Dave Massie and myself (a11 from S & B)
have had a reasonable deqree of success with the line.

The variation can be classified as follows,

1. e4 96
2. Bc4!?

Quite often a " c1ock winner", in that
sometimes squanders a few minutes tryi
intentions - some chance of that!

your opponent
ng to guess your

2. ...897
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This move must be played for White's stnategy to be
successful. The alternative 2,..d6 a110ws t^Jhite to
steer the game into the Pirc Defence, thereby augiding
the more flexible lvlodern e.g.3. d4 Bg7 4. Nc3 Nf6,
when hjhite can choose between severaf variations of the
Holmov i.e. 5. Nf3 or 5. Qe2 - the former being the most
reliable.

If Black tries to refrain from playing ...Nf6 (which is
the raison d'etre of the Modern) then white can often
initiate an effective King Side attack e.g. 3' d4 Bg7
4. Nc3 NcE (4..,c6 5.Qf3! e6 6.Nge2 Ne7 7. Bg5! 0-0
B. h4 f6 I . Be3 d5 10. Bb3 Nd7 I 1. h5 g5 12 ' h6 BhB

13. Qg3 NbB 74. 0-0-0 dxe 15. Nxe4 Nf5 16. Qf3 Nxe3
17. fie3 Nd5 18. Rh5t Bd7 19. Nc5 bE 20. NxdT QxdT
2I. e4 Nc7 22. d5 and \^Jhite won easily in Nigel short Y
A. Ludeate, British Quelifiers I977) 5. Be3 NfO (5"'e5

offers t,jhite good
chanEes) 6. f3 e6 7- Bb3(!) 0-0 B. Qdz Na5 9'' Nge2 Bd7

10. h4 b5 11. 0-0-0 b4 12. Nb1 Nxb3+ 13. axb3 a5
14. h5 a4 15. bxa4 Rxa4 16. Bh6 Ra5 17. BxgT KxgT
18. hxg6 fxg6 19. Qxb4 and White, with an extra pawn and
the befter uttucking chances, went on to win in N. Povah v
J. G. Nicholson, Charlton, 1974.

J. t\it J eD

This move is almost forced, although in the game G.D. Lee v
1. YedIin, London League, Ig77 Black tried 3"'d5?

Nc6 6' Nc3 Nd4 7' Qdl 0-0
B. d3 e5 9. Nge2 Ng4 10. Nxd4 exd4 11' Nds cE

12. Nf4 KhB 15. h3 Ne5 14. h4l h5 15. Bd2 and it soon
became apparent that Black had nothing for his pawn.

It should be pointed out that 3...Nh6?! also runs into
trouble e.g. '4. d4! 0-0 (4...e6 is advisable but then the
Knight on no may become vulnerable) 5. h4! d6 6. h5 Bg4

7. qe: Bxh5? B. Rxh5 wins at least a piece'

4. d4!?...
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This is the interesting gambit variation suggested by
Charl ie Kennaugh. However, there is an a lternative
method of play which Charlie now advocates himself
namely, 4. Ne2, when he has met three different replies: -

C. [,J. Kennaugh v B. A. Chea1, Surrey University 1975.

4...Ne7 5. Nbc3 Nbc6 6. d4 h6 7. Bf4 aE B. 0-0-0 b5

Qb7
16. Qe2 R xc4 bxc

C,W. Kennaugh v M.D. Smith. Manchester 1974.

4...Nc6 5. d4 aG (if 5...Nxd4 6. Nxd4 Bxd4 7. Nc3
@ion resembles the 4. d4 line, but he
has managed to retain his Black-squared Bishop) 6. Nbc3 b5
7. Bb3 Bb7 B. d5 Na5 9. Bf4 Nxb3 10. cxb3 tC|^lK

e) " 'do
11. dxe6 fxe6 12.0-0-0 Qf6?? 13. e5t Bxf3 f4Gt0 NxfE
I5. gxf3 with an easy win, arf,nougn r - U 1n 4z moves!

C. h|. Kennaugh v J.R. Ho11and. Morecambe 19 75.

4...c5 5. c3 Nc6 6. d4 cxd 7. cxd Nxd4 B. Nxd4 Bxd4
6

6. Ne2 etc; and it resembles the main line except that the
open C-file and the weak d6 square probably enhbnce hlhite's
chances.) 9. Nc3 Qf6 10. Qe3 Qe5 11' Nb5! Qxg3 (If
11...Qxe4* Qxc4
15. Bc5 with a crushing attack 0R 11...8xb2 12. Bxb2 Qxb2
13. 0-0+-) 12. hxg3 Be5 13. Bf4 ( 13. f4 BbB 14. e5
also gives Wfri
15. Rd1 Nf 6 16. e5 NeB 17.-gi-=q 

--19-- 
NdG NxdB

z

and

Now after 4. d4 ! ? Black can consider five alternatives: -

A) 4...8xd4
B) 4...Ne7

C) 4...c5
D) 4...NcB

r\LJ 4...tJtO

A

4. . , Bxd4

This may be considered as the main 1ine, ES it is certainly
the most popular way for Black to continue.



5. Ne2 Bg7

The natural response; however A. Westwood v A. Bernfield,
Surrev Ope n 197'7 , saw a new mo q

ffic3 Ne5 9. QeZ Nxd3 10. cxd3 dG

11. Be3 8b4 12. 0-0 c6 13. Racl Qa5 14. Bd4 fE
15. f4 8dB and l^/hite had an overwhelming position.

6. Nbc3 Nc6

Black has alternatives at this stage, €lthough most games
transpose since Black will invariably play ..'Nc6, ...d6,
and.,.Ne7 elc. However, the following two games have
some independent value: -

K. J. Wicker v Batchinsky

4 Qe7 (7.'.d5 B. 0-0-0) B. 0-0-06...c6!? 7. Bf
( Wh ite' s game I

l\

.l u. bc5 etc.J
- 

| r\ - n n-r-ffi-ooks superb ! J . . . e5 g. Be3 b6 (To prevent
10. s,4 Na6 11.--FFNE7 L2. hs Qf 6

16. Nf513. 0s3 e5 14. hB ! BxhE L5 . Nd4 I l\eb rb . l\f r
. BxeE Qxe6

19. NxcB !? dxc6-20. Rd6 Qe7 21. Bd4 Bf 8! tIf '21..
#-,

e5 ! Le6
25. exf6 Nxf

fA

xcBffi'xc8 ZB. Bxf 6 ReB 29. Nd5 anil af ter all the
an extra Pawn and

a clearly superior position - however 0 - I (40)??

5-lffiTT fr+ then h5 slows White down. ) .. 'a6 10. h4!?
*-IHernaps Ene prophylactic 10. a4 was wiser.)@

N. E. Povah v A. C. As hby London 1974

6...d6 7. Bf4 Ne7 (7...Nc6 transposes to the maln textJ
ffiking for troubler better was ...Nbc6 etc.

)ffi
slowr 10. ...b5 was best) 1L--Qg!! (Not rtT-Tffit

i:-i-?. Bb3 a5!? 13.12. Bxg5 Ne5 -+) ...b5 12. 863-a5l? 13. Nxb5 a4
#

14. Bc4 Na5 15. EilINbc6 16. h5 Nb4 17. BhE Nxd3+
18. cxd3 (Not 18. Rxd3? tsxb/+ Ul'( ld...1\c4J ...trxnb
Tgffi-ns 20.f4 cB zI. Nxd6! f6 (NotzllilQTa0t

ates) 22' Nc4 RbB

23. fxs5 Nxc4 24. s.6l qeZ 25. dxc4 with anGGllffifr-f - 0

7. 8f4.. .
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This is played to prevent ...Ne5 which would win the
h/hite-squared bishop, although there is an alternative
in 7. Qg3 which aims at exerting pressure on c7 whilst
f acilitating the advance of trlhite's f -pawn.

Kagan suggested 7. Qg3 to h€, after our game at
Birmingham, and Julian Hodgson has actually played it:-
J.M. Hodgson v Abayasekera. S&Bvh/imbledon 1976.

7. Qg3 NgeT (7...d6 B, Bg5 NgeT 9. 0-0-0 a6 10. f4
11. fs gxfS 12, Nf4 Be5 13. Qf3 RgB 14. h4 QbB
15. Nh5 b5 16. Bb3 b4 17, Ne2 fxe 18. Qxe4 f5 19.
with a complex position J.tY. Hodgson - K.W. Spurgeon,
London 1976 1 - O (27)) 8. Bf4 d6 9. 0-0-0 e5
10. Be3 Na5 11. Bd3 Be6 e5

Bd7

n!?

14. Bf4 NacE 1s. h4 Qd7 16. Bb5 Bf4 17. Nxf4 0-0-0
16. Ncd5 RdfB 19. Qc3 fxe 20. Nf6 ! Nd5 2I. N4xd5 8d8

XCb DXC XC xd . l\X
ab+

7. ...Ne5

Black need not play this immediately but can consider the
obvious alternatives 7...d6 0R 7...Nge7 e.g:-
N.E. Povah v B.A. Jones, Leeds I972.

7. . . . NgeT 8. 0-0-0 a6 (If 8.. .dO 9. Nb5 with the idea
of sacrificing on dO is possible) g. a4 0-0 10. g4?
(10. Qe3t? was possible br perhaps ffi frxg
12" Qe3 A Bh6, h5 etc.) :..85! 11. Bg3 NgE 12. Bb3 b5?!
tL2, .. Nce5 13. Bxe5 exe
Black squares and the game.) 13. axb axb 14. Nxb5 with
an unclear position, although
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7...d68.0-0-0Bd7g.h4?l(AgainWhitehasSome9. Qe3!?r or PerhaPs this
i;;;-r:"i+r i-e- (otherwise 10. h4i) 10. Bg3 NgeT I10:..Ne5
11. Bxe5 Bxe5 12. Qe3 Qf6 13. Kb1 and White must play
fcr h4 and f4 etc.) 11. Qe3l Ng6 12' f4 gxf4 13'Nxf4 Nce5
(13.,.Bh6 14. h4:, 0R 13..'Qg5? 14' h4! Qxg4??
15. Be2 +-) 14, BeZ with the idea of h4 etc') "'h5
10. Qe3 a6! ri..-ngs fo (11...8f8 was better) EeI4,a"Z
f 6O and White was struggling' but
managed to draw :.n 5l moves.

B. Bxe5 Bxe5

Although Black is a pawn to the good, and has the
^.{.,-^f--o n{ the two Bishops, he is sti1l well behind
duvdllLoEE u I

in development and must be prepared to face a King Side
pawn - st orm.

9. Qe3!...

This move-order is an improvement on 9. 0-0-0 which
a1lows Black the following resource seen in D.L. Iassie v

A. Kitchlew 9...c8 10. Qe3 (The normal method ot
ffi wffi f4, g4, h4 etc.) ...Qb6!
[The point of 9...c6 - now Whit" Eunnot play_ill36and
must either lose time moving his !Y""n. or a11ow the
exchange of Queens into a poor ending') 0 - 1 ( )'

Hence, the new move-order of 9. Qe3! allows hjhite to meet
9...c6 with i0. iq Be7 11. 0-0-0 (11. e5 QbE 12. QxbB axbo

]3. Ne4 with a bind.I ...Qb6 12' Qg3 and White stil1 has

good attacking ProsPects.

N. Povah v R. S. McFarland. Clacton 1974.

u dh

1n n-n-n trd7f,U. I u
1 'l .c A tr -'7J.f r I T ubt

^ ^lIZ. g+ ao !
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In N. Povah v K. L. Escott, Clacton 1974 Black played
to"
15. h5 e5 16. hxg6 NxeE 17. RxhB+ BxhB (77 . '. NxhB
18. Rht Ng6 19. f5 Nf4 transposes back to the game).
18. f5 Nf4 19. Rhl Be7 20. Nd5?! (20. Rh7! wins for

Qg5! ? 2I. Nd5! RcB
(21...0-0-0? 22. Rh5! Ne2+ 23. Bxe2+-) 22. Nh5+- and
I leave it up to the reader to discover the rest for
himself.) ...Nxd5? (20...c6! 21 . Nxf4 exf4 22. Qxf4 Qf6
23. c3 0-!=0--?; Qxg4 with equal chances) 21. Bxd5 c6
22. RhZ KfB 23. Nh5 cxd5 (23...8h4 24. f6!E-
24.-l[xs7 0b6 25. RhB+! Ke7 26. f6+ Kxf6 27. Nh5+ Ke7

13, h4 b5
14. Bb3 a5
15. a4 bxa
16. Nxa4 h5
17. e5!...

The only move, if hlhite is to have sufficient play for
his pawn e.g. 17. f5 hxgA BhE and Black stands betterr
or 17. g5 Ne7 and hihite cannot make further progress.

17....Nh6?!

The best move, and the move that worried me most was
17....BcB however |^lhite seems to have quite a lot of
play after 18. Rgl hxg 19.,Nd4 Bb7 (19...Qd7?
20. 

- Nxc6 Qxc6 21. cxd cxd 22. Nb6 ! a4 23. Bd5: )

2A. exd cxd 2I. BxeB fxe6 22. Nxe6 Qe7 23. NxgT+ Kf7
24. Qc3 with favourable complications or alternatively
24. QxeT+ NxeT 25. Rgel which is unclear.

If 19... cxd6
22. Nb6 Ra7
-,-J.,^^+^-^)duvcIrruoE;ti.r.

18. exd Nxg4
19. Qc5 c6

20. Qxd6 NfZ (20. .. BfB 2I. Qd4 RgB
23. NxdT RxdT 24. Ba4 with a clear
21. Nb6 Nxdl 22. Rxdl+-

20. Nd4 Bxd4
2I. Rxd4 0-0
22. Nb6 RbB
23. NxdT?. . .



This exchange of "good" knight for "bad" bishop is a
clear mistake, after which White is strusslins to
i rist i f v hi s nawn Cef icit.P'

Correct was 23. Nc4! Rb5 (74...Ra8 25. Ba4 with the
idea of Ne5 or Nb6 etc. ) 24. QaZ Rd5 l-5. Rhdl with
nlarr fnr fhe Dawn.H-"_.v I

aJ. . . W U/

24. Ba4 Qb7!
25. b3 Qb6
26 " Qxb6 RxbE
27. Rc4?...

This is the Cenisive bLunder; the last hclpe v,ias 27. d7 I RdB
28. RdE Nf6 29" Rhdl KfB 30. RxcE R>:rfi 3"i,. Bxc6 K.e7
3?.. c3! NxdT 33. BxdT RxdZ 34" RxcT+ KxdT 35. b4 axb
36. cxb Kc6 '37 . KrZ Ki5 3F, Kb3 f 6 39, Kc3=; However
JUr. rUJl 5L.f af Wf,llbr

27.. "RdB28. tsxc6", "

The point of l,rlh j.te's ?7th rnove
which is, of course, a blunder
same finished as fnllows: - 28.b *"'"

30. Ra4 Rb4 31. Rxa5 Rxf4 32.
34 " KbZ Nxh4 35. Ka3 Nf5 36.
38" Ka?- Nb4+ 39. Kb2 RbB 40.
v S. Kagan. Birmingham I977.

was now to play 28" Rdl
due to 28, . , Ne3-+. The
. . RxdB 29. Bf3 Ne3

BbrT Rb6 33. BaB Nf5
c4 Nd4 37. Rbl Nc2+
n5 Ntcl3+ Rnsi pns. N. Povah

B

4 NI o7
C l\l n3 |

0f cours* |njhrte can
both allow 5...r15"
'l.nansnnqp hank intrr

consi"der 5. c3 nr
The text move is

variat inrr A.

" NbcB
Nge2 Nxd4

tr NI-^') t.,,+ +t-), r\gez DUI rney
a n af l- omnl- l-n

B.A. Cheal

q

tr

Fcr' 6. . , h6 see
ctirren pArlier-

+i.^ r. l.l v^^^-,,-l.LilU EiclilrU Lr.W. NUrrclUBrl

7. Nxd4 Bxd4
a nf / I ?U. UlTa a .. r

B. Bg5! may well be better as it saves a tempc on the
-^d rk^ Fi shnn ri nps n^f ^-^.-r +^ -,,^^) ^-^ -: -^r . . Ne5gdlllUz dllU UllU urorruH uuEo rlUL IIUUU LU B(lc]I L] OBOIIIbL

i n f h'i e nnsi lion. If BIack tries B. , . h6 then h/hite canPrJer u.

continue with 9. Bf6 BxfE 10. Qxf6 0-0 11. h4 Nc6
12. 8f4 Ke7 13. g4 with good attacking chances for the
pawn.
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It may have
16. Ng3 RhB
on the King

v. . . uL tg. o-o-0...

l,Jorthy of consideration is 9. e5 ! ?

O r'14

10. h4...

Perhaps 10. 94 (intending h4, h5 etc.) ...h5 11. Bg5 hxg
(11..,8h8 12. Bxh6 RxhE 13. Qf4 Rh7 14. e5! d5
15. Ne4 NgB 16. Ng5 Rg7 17. h4 with a promising position)
12. Qxg4 witn the idea of h4 - h5 etc. opening the h-fi1e.

The Knight
move 14.

-r n hq
11. Bg5 Bd7
L2. 94 QbB
13. gxh5 Rxh5
14. Be2l?"..

been better to play 14. Ne2 b5 15. Btl3 c5
17. h5 c4 18. Be2 when White's breakthrough

side should be more dangerous.

J-'-f r r r UJ

1s. Qg3 RhB
16. h5 b4
17. NbI...

is out of play here, hence the suggestion on

1't trhq I

18. Bg4 Qb6
19. hxgG Nxg6
lu. i(xnd+...

It is worth noti.ng the similarity of hlhite's strategy
in this game, and the Povah v Escott game in variation A.

20, . . BxhB
21. Be3?! Qa6?!

Black misses the promising 21...8e5! 22, Qgl 122. f4? Qxe3+
23. Qxe3 Bxf4i) ...8f4 23, Bxe6 Bxe3+ 24. fxe3 fxe6
25. Qxg6+ Kd7 with balanced chances.

22. BxeE Bc4
23. Bxc4 Qxc4
24. Rhl?!...

wlaybe White should prevent Black from
24-. Qg4 (with the idea of Rhl etc ' )

u nc f ear.

castling with
. Qxa2 25, Bd4

24...0-0-0
25. Qg4* Kb7?!
26. b3 QcB
27. Rdl ReB



28. e5! a5
29. exd6 cxd6
30, Qf5 Ne5
31. Nd2 ReB
32. Ne4 Kc7?!

Better was 32. . . Nd3+ 33. Rxd3 0xe4 unclear.

N. Povah

33. Kbl Qab
34. Ng5 Rfo
35. Qh7 Qe2
36. Rcl Ng6
37. NxfT NfB
38. QsB I Qh5
39. NxhB Nd7
40. Bd4 Res igns .

F. Parr, National Plate (S & B v Sutton) 1976.

I

T. . . UJ

5. Ne2...

5. c3! is also quite playable e.g. 5...cxd 6. cxd
(6. Ne2 would transpose to the text.) ...Bxd4 (6...Nc6
7. Ne2 Nxd4 B. Nxd4 Bxd4 9. Nc3 transposes to
C. W. Kennaugh v J . R. Hol land - see 4. NeZ etc. )

7. Ne2 Bg7 B. Nbc3 when we get a position similar to
variation A except thaL the c-pawns are absent. This
posiiion has yet to be tested in practice, but the
obvious features are the open c-fi1e and the weak d6
square which should enhance White's attacking chances
on the Queen side; however this is probably counter-
balanced by the fact that Queen-side castling is
obviously less appealing, while if t^lhite seeks shelter
fon his Kins nn lhp Kins-side, then he can hardly launch
his King-side pawn storm. We await a practical assessment

5... cxd
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This is another interesting method
,,-'f l. ^ -+ -^-^-r.. lance topdwlll wI Lll cl DLJ. ullE ! EDEillu.

with the additional. features that
on f3 and Knight on e2 [instead of
whi lst Black has fianchettoed his
is considered dubious asainst the

h nlll

Critical was 6...dxc3 7.
the pos it ion referred to,
the difference that both

B'l enk nnts f np
control of d6.

of sambitins theb- ---- b

the [Yorra Gambit;
h/hite has his Queen
the other way round)

King's Bishop, which
Morra.

Nbxc3 when we have reached
in the note on move 5, with

playens have saved a move.

7. Qxd3 Ne7
B. Bf4 d5

an lnP ralher than a1low White to maintainrYl

g. exd5 exd5
10. Bb3 NbcB
1'l n-n n-n1r.

12. Na3 a6
13. Nc2

D

When the weakness of Black's 1QP guarantees White a

lasting inj-tiative.

4., . Nc6
h n<t /

I think 5. Ne2 ! is probably stronger, since White can
then fo1low up with Nc3 thereby restraining ...d5 e.g.
5. Ne2 Ne7 (5...a8 6. Nbc3 b5 7. Bb3 transposes to
C.l^/. Kennaugh v M.D. Smith given earlier') 6. Nbc3
(To prevent 6.".d51 and now 6...Nxd4 7, Nxd4 Bxd4 would
transpose to the N. Povah v F. Parr game given in
variation B, when t,jhite should continue with the
suggested improvement 8. Bg5! etc.

5...NgeZ

5. . . NceT? ! was plaved in N. Povah v D. Rowson,
ffi;nmffih 1974 6. Bg5 hts". )

ffi €'-, -BT3 Nf 6? (Black should play 8...dxe
e's initiative is onlY

stieht. l 9. e5 Nd7 10. Nh3 c5 ( tn this "French" position
Black's fi ns his dark squares. )

11. 0-0 RbB? (Too slow; 11...Qb6 was more consistent,
a-1Tt-oll[F-"iilF-Ite stil1 stands well after 12. b3 cxd
{I2,..Nc6 13. Na3) 13. cxd NcB 14. Nc3! aB t14...Nxd4
15. Bxd4 Qxd4 16. Nb5 Qxe5 17. Rfel QbB 18. Bxg6!+-)
15. NeZr) 12. Ndz bb 13. Nf4 Bb7 f+. Qg3 and White's

' i : :: i i i ;- iadvantage 1s very cfear. r - u lzJ).
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E

6. Bg5 0-0
7. NdZ f6
8. Be3 d5
9. exd exd

10. Bb3 Na5
1I. Bc2 BfS
12. 0-0-0 Qd7
13. h3 RaeB
14. Ne2 Bxc2
15. Kxc2 Qf5*
16. Qxf5 Nxf5
17. Kd3 Nxe3
iB. fxe3 BhE
19. Nf4 c6
lu, Kcel Df

and Black had at least equalitY in
Alexander Cup Fina1, 7977. i (31)

N. Povah F. Parr,

^ - 
F^4...u'1-O

Black attempts to exchange Queens, however talhite's central
control and spatial adva-tage give him the initiative'

5. c3...

Bob hlade has suggested 5. Be3

5. . .8xf3
6. Nxf3 dE
f . uKJ.. t

Trying to provoke a Pawn weakness.

7. . . NbdT
B. Nbd2 NeZ
9. 0-0-0 Nb6

10. Bb3 Bd7
11. Rhel!

bJhite stands slightly better. N. Povah v N'S' CoopFl'
Eastbourne, 1g73 continued t 11

ffithis is what lilhFe u,as lo?ing^ Iol.l..ii. Bh4 es 13. Be3 h6 la. .!a,ga 15' NeIl (aNe2-f 41)
lm-1b::=E rxe 17. dxe@a' Ne4)

' ' qlc? !x4! ?l' Ne-,4=o;0-9
a0--ZSt. eId6-Nxg1

1 Za' Nxe6+ RxeG

29 . Bxc7 + hli n
tt. Rd3 Kxe6 32. d8=Q RXd8. 33r.RxdB.FfF? !33" 'l\bl was

;1. 34. Rxdl Resisns'

{
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4. f3 AGAINST THE GRUNFELD

i. d4 Nf6 2. c4 g6 < t\t^ < dhIIUJ UJ

h.,MptreJ I r. I r I r

A f 2. 1)T. I J: I

Singleton

This surprising variation is, I believe, very much
underrated having received quite inadequate treatment
from opening manuals hitherto.

Its finst attribute is its shock va1ue, as with any
unusual variation this early in the game. It violently
chaLlenges the whole idea behind Black's third move, i..e.
that of preventing White from setting up a triple pawn
centre, while sti11 enjoying the luxury of his own
fianchettoed King side development. 4. f3 simply
contradicts this by virtually ensuring 5. e4 on the next
move instead.

Underlying this are the lasting advantages that White
hopes to achieve similar to those achieved in the Sister
Averbakh variation of the King's Indian (1, d4 Nf6
2. c4 gE 3. Nc3 Bg7 4, e4 d6 5. BeZ 0-0 6. Bg5) i.e.
hinderance of Black's white-squared Bishop development,
battle for control of c1 - h6 diagonal, with the added
bonus of the open f-fi1e, and in many variations with the
later advantage of a passed pawn on d5.

I have used this system for some years now in postal and
0TB play against respectable opposition and have had
considerably favourable results. Below I will attempt
to examine the main variations that have develooed in
Black's play within my own experience.

tvlAIN LINES ( af ter 1. d4 N+0 Z. "+ gS Z. N"S OS +
5. e4 dxe 6.ffi
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i

L

A. When Black PIaYs . . . e5 and . " c6

B. When Black PlaYs ...c5 and ...e6

C. Black blocks the middle with ..'e5 and

D. Piece attack upon the centre with ' . ' Nc6

E. The Sacrificial 4. . . c5 ! ?

''l- . ut ner Ll nes .

A. Biack plavs ... e5 and ... cB

6,..e4 7. d5 0*0 8. Be2 (The only mention of this line
a 'meek llternative' (Note (e)

Page 318i after the move order 4...Bg7 ,5' e4 dxe
6. fxe 0-O 7. I\f3 Bg4 B. Be3 e5=. 7' Nf3 is the
meek move, and if l,Jhite plays BeZ first (as in the Sister
Averbakh variation) Black cannot develop his Queen's
Bishnn and has an awkward choice of moves to make instead
uru"vF/

as will become apparent in some of the lines below. )

8...c6 (B...Nbd7 9. Bg5 QeB 10. Nh3! The i^/hite King's
ffiTgfiT can of ten develop very usef ully_ at +2 in lines
wheie Black has played Nd7. . . . Nc5 11. Nf2 and White
has more space, MpfS v N. Nazir, Enfield'73. I - 0 (29).
B...NeB was played twice against me by P.c. Griffin, once
when I played 9: Nf3 f5 10. Bg5 Qd3? 11. Qd2 1 - 0 (30)
unO then alain when I played the aggressive 9. h4!? I - 0

ltb).)

g. Bs5! (9. Nf3? is a careless move ...Qa5! 10. Bd2 Qb6

T-tfiTT 5g+ t and h,hite is in trouble, tvlPFS v J. Ripley,
Folkestone '72.)
g, . . Qa5 10 " Qd2 and everything is going according to
L'.Ldll.

B. Bl.ack plavs . '. c5 and ... eB

This by now standard method of undermining h,hite's central
pawns nas surprisingly only been played twice against ffl€,

in two postal games.

6...c5 7. d5 e6 (7...0-0 8. Be2 Qd3l ? g' Bg5 NM7
ffi rrirz Bd7 tz. 0-0 h5 13. h3 I and white
controls a 1ot of space - in l'{PFS v A. TophaT, _Britishpostal candidates section '74, I played 13. Qd2 thinking
that after...Nf 94 14. h3 would simply grab control of
94 but I suddenly saw that 14...Nf3*! wins the game, and

Enuf:.fy played f4. Nxg4 Bxg4 15: h3 ?nd Black had made

some uieful exchangesl although I went on to win in 34

moves.) B. Be5 hO 9. Bh4 Qa5 10' Qd2 0*0 11' Be2 exd

i';:-;;; B

AeveftFffinsatlstactorlIy MPFS v C. Brown, Postal Chess
Club ChampionshiP '7I.
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C. Black blocks the middle with ^tr -^J. . . EJ CllU

This 1i-ne is favourable for White because it al1ows White
the same advantage as outlined in Variations A and B

without challenging White's centre in any way.

6... e5 7. d5 c5 B. BeZ O-CI 9. Be5 h6 (In the Marlow
. . a6 aga inst me .

Play went 10. a4 Qd6(?) 11. Qd2 NeB 12. Nf3 f6
13. Be3 Qc7 t4. 0-0 Nd6 ls. a5I t - I {26). )

10. Bh4 (I usually play this move, but against
Ffr-STebbings in S & B fi v Upminsten National Plate
match I played 10. Be3 for a change which turned out well
in an exciting tactical game, the rest of which is worth
giving, 10... NaE 11. Qd2 NeB 12. h4 h5 13. 94!? hxg
14. h5 f5 15. Bg5 BfE 16. Bh6 Ng7 17. hxs f4
18. 0-0-0 QeB 19. d6l Be6 2A. BxgT BxgT 2I. Nd5 Bf6
22. Bxg4! Bxg4 23. Nxf6+ Rxf6 24. Rh8+! Kg7
25, RxeB RxeB 26. Ne2 RdB 27. Qd5 BxeZ 28. QxbT+ Kxg6
29. Rgl+ KhE 30. Qg7* Resigns) ...Qb6 (Alternatives I've
had are 10...Q02 11. Nf3 NeB ifEF QeZ 13. 0-0
IIPFS v A.J. Stebbings, London League '73. t - i (28).)

11. Qd2 NbdT 72. Nh3! e5 (12...Nh7? 13. Nf2 a6?
16. Ng4l IYPFS v J.lv1, Davies

Postal Chess Club Championship '7O. I - O t24).)
13. Bg3 NeB 14. Nf 2 QgB 15. h4 ! and tdhite won in 30
moves - wIPFS v P. C. Doye, British Postal Phocc l'hamni snship
| -1. / r- / z.

D. Piece attack against the centre with . . . Nc6.

6..,0-0 (If 6...NcE before castl:-ng, T. e5! and
RfQTFfras an awkward choice and not 7. Nf 3? e5!
7. BeZ NcB B. e5 NeB g. Be3 (9. Nf3 Bg4 simply
-Biack's developmentl ':...f 6 10. eB Nd6 (10...f 5
11. Nf3l and t^Jhite has @ tl...NdE
72. d5 Na 5 13. Bd4 ! ) 1 1. Nf3 b6 ! 12. Bf2(? ) Na 5

+l.^ v:^-r-LrrE r\f rrE o
^\o. o: l\tez.)

hol nc

13. b4
Na4c4 14. QbW with complications - was
lvlPFS v R. de Covenly SCCU Championships '75. i - * (36).
Better may have been 12. d5 Na5 13. b3.

E. The Sacrificia I 4. . . c5 ! ?

If this line is sound then it represents Black's best chance
against 4. f3. Since White cannot answer c5 with d5 and
e3 obviously contradicts the idea of 4. f3, White has no
option but to try for material gain.

5. dxc d4 6. Nb5 NcE 7. e3!? (7. Bf4
efence' by

but after 7...e5 B. Bg5 Bxc5!? g. Bxf6
11. Nc7+ KfB 12, NxaB e4! Black has a

ic annanonJ-l'-r-r--' -"'*Y
la/.R. Hartston,
Bb4+ 10. KfZ QxfB

terrific attack.
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I had this in a postal game v E.E. l^Jright, Middlesex
correspondence c'hess championship'72, _which contained
13. g3l e3+ 14. KeZ Bd6-,15. c5 BbB 16' Qel 95
17. E+ Ne7 18. b5 Nd4 19. bo RgB 20. h3 Nf4+
h. fxf a Bxf 4 22. Rh2 Qe5 23. bxa 94 24. hxs Bxh2
25. NnO Bxg4 ZE. Khl Bxgl 27. aB=Q+ Kg7 ,28.^Qxgg+ KxgB

29. Kxgl d5 30. fxg4 d2 31. Qdl h5 32. Bg2 Resign?.
I had io wish to refieat this experience so ] had to look
around for a better line. I had the chance to play
T.e3againstD.H.PowellinaSurreyTrophymatchfor
s & B I v biimbledon '76, which continued) 7"..e5-8. gxd exd
e. Bf4 Bxc5 10. Nc7* ("2-11. NxaB run! T?. BcZ !e9

XEU HXEb+

.KC a5+

.Ka . Bxd3 an carried
ffie
0bviously there are
imnnnlant line, butrrrrHUr

F. Other Lines

2E-TETore resigning.

1. 4...Nc6!? 5. cxd Nxd:i 6. e4 Nxrl 7' bxc3 Bg7
5f r.anq,nnqi ns to the exchange varl-atlon wr

omitted ...c5, and this should be good for White.

2.4...Bg75.e4dxcshouldsetl^/hitenoprobl"Tl.
6. Bxc4 0-0 Z-TiFmdT B. Be3 Nb6---9. Bb3 Nc6 10. Rcl
t
14. Bc5 ReB 15. Qcl Be6 and Black stands well MPFS v

G. Varty, lslington Amateur '72, 0 - 1 (37) ' i :'lNu:
11. Na4-Nxb3 I7. Qxb3 Nxa4 13. Qxa4 cB 14. 0-l-q-1
is
E --T-m-).
In the following article Andrew Martin suggests ngry this
theme might be Further developed with startling effect ! !

e great many possibili!iqg in this
7,e3 looks better than 7,Bf 4.

THE sYSTEtvl THAT RETUTI!-!HESt-.1

bv A. Martin

It has been my privilege this season to play.a certain
Wi*fledon pluy*i- a nu*6er of times (not mentioning aly
names). The games between us have been remarkable in
Lhat a completEly new opening system has developed -ld
I feel it is *y iuty and indEed-upon my honour to set
Jorn in print i,f'" logistics of this wonderful new attack
which this man, throigh his incessant efforts, has done

so much to promote. Basically what happens is this: -

At the outset of the game you take the =i"!h pawn from
the leflthand side of Ine board and propel it forward
onesquare.IfBlack,thethirdfromtheleft.This
alone shoul-d be sufficient to win you the game' If
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however your opponent shows few signs of resigning
you go to the pub and come back approximately one hour
later. Then you can move the pieces in any direction,
in eny order, and you will win. This is an absolute
guarantee !

So what of chess....we11 until someone comes up with
something it has no future because li/hite will win every
game. Here are two exampi.es showing the remarkable
power of this system for Black or l,r,hite.

hJhite: A. Martin Black:
Wimbledon I97V.

G. K. Sandiford. Streatham v

1. f3 e5? (To the pub! ) 2. 93 d5? 3. Nh3 Nc6 4, Nf2 Bc5

-TI-FF 

^5. e3 Nfb 6. Bg2 BeB 7. d3 h5? (Probably the decisiVe
extended position with

hlhite's compact formation. ) 8. c3 Qd7 9. 0-0 0-0-0
{The Black pieces are now nic to
attack! ) 10. d4! (The first blowl...BdE 11. e4l dxe
12. fxe exd 13. cxd Bs4 14. Qa4hre)

and ifond

blhite: G.K. Sandiford
Somebody v tr/imbledon

Black: A. Martin
1977.

thoug

3 I. KxcZ Qxb3 + 32. Kbl Nxc4 33. QeZ NxbZ. 1 - 0.

SICILIAN DRAGON - YUGOSLAV ATTACK

by R. Haldane.

Thp nlrnnnsp nf this article isr tn ana'l vcp a snpnrr'l ativeu uPe

move which gives rise to some interesting possibilities
in one of the main lines of the Yugoslav Attack. The
opening movBS are as fo 11ows : -

1. e4 c5 2. Nf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxd4 NfE 5. Nc3 eb
0 RcB

y has
been 16. Nde2 as played in the I974 Karpov - Korchnoy
match) ...Nxe4 17. Qe3 Rxc3 18. bxc3 Nf6 19. BxsT Kxs.7
20. Qh6 h5
Zl-ffiHfiffis 23. Rht e5 24. Rxh5 ReB 2s. Qxhz* Kf 6
26. Qh6* Ke7 27, Qf6 Mate, 23...f8 24. 96 also wins for
White. ) 21. Nf5 (This is the new move that is the starting
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point for the analysis that fo11ows. I first played
the move in a match in 1973, but I have not had the
nnnnnfrrnifv l^ -.^^--+'i+l ...Bxf5 (This move is forced.uHH- -u ItsPUdL ILrJ l
Affer 21 ...gxf5? 22. 95 winilT...Nh5? 22- Rxh5 is
also deadly for Black. Black's other reply !1 r..Rg!i
a11ows a beautiful finish by means of 22. QxhT+ ! NxhT
23. RxhT+ ! KxhT 24. RhI Mate. ) 22. gxfg RgP Black
has four other ways of meeting white's threat to win a

Fawn,

n

A.....KgB B.....QeB C.....Nh5 q.'"'gxf5

A. 22. .. KgB 23, Rhgl QeB 24. Rdel eB ( Other moves
a1low Wh:.te to play 25. Re6) 25. Qh3 e5 (25...Qc6
26. fxg6 wins for White as 26...hxg6 27. Rh1 Nh5
28. QxhS! smashes Black) 26. QhB Qd7 27. Rg5 looks
bad for BIack.

B. 22...QeB 23. Rdel RgB (23'..e6? 24. fxe6 fxe6
25. Rxe6 wins a pawn with a superior endgame,
23...a6 24. Qe3 Nd5 25. Qe4 QcB 26. c4 wins a

pawn anu the game. Black can try and improve-by
24..,Ng8 but In:.s is met by 25. f6! NxfB 26, QxeT
with what should be a won position) 24. Qe3 Nd5
25. f6! Nxf6 Q5'..Nxe3 26. RxhT+ KxhT 27. Rhl
is Mate, 25.,.RfB 26. RxhT+ KxhT 27. Rhl+ KgB
28. Rh8+ KxhB 29. Qh6* KgB 30. Qg7+ dlso meets
the same fate) 26. QxeT with an advantageous
end game as in 'A' Note above.

22...Nh5 23. Rdel aE Q3. .. RgB transposes to a

line analysed 1ater.23...QeB 24, Qg5 NfB
25. Qe3 i; good for Whlter and Black cannot play
24...e6? because of 25. Rxh5 ar 24...f6? because
of 25. Qh6 followed by fxg6 winning the Knight,
also bad for Black is 23...Re8 24. Re6! RgB

25. fxg6 fxg6 26. Qe3. 24...fxe6 25. fxg6 Nf6
26. ngi Qb6" 27. Rg2 leads to mate in a few moves')
24. neOt RgB (Both 24.'.KgB 25. fxg6 fxg6
26. Rxg6+ hxBB 27. Qxg6+ Ng7 28. Rh7 lf7
29. AhB and 24,'.QeB 25. fxg6 fxg6 26. Rxg6 lose
instantly) 25. fxg6 fxg6 26. Qe3 Rg7 27 ' ReI
should be good enough for tn/hite.

22.,.gxf5 23. Rdgl RgB 24. RxgB* Q"g9 25" Qe3 QfB
(25."IwOS 26. Qd4* f6 27. Rgl Qe6 28. QxaT Qe3*
29. Qxe3 Nxe3 gives White a slight edge in the
endgame, a pos-ible continuation is 30. Kd2 Nc4+
31 . Kd3 Ne5 32. Ke3 Nd7 33. Kd4 e6 34 ' Rb1 bE

35. Re1 Nc5 36. Kc4 with a won position. J

26. QxaT QcB 27. Qe3 NgB (27...Qc7? 28' Rgl
27. ..e6? 28, Qd4 QdB 29. RhE Kgl 30. Qh4 and
27,..e4? 28. Qh6 are all quick ways to end the
game. 27...Qf8 is met by 28. Qg5 winning a,pawn
End finally 27...Nds 28. Qd4* Nf6 29. Rg1 afq
3C. Qb6 Qc-A 31. Qe3 QfB 32. Kd2 followed by Rb1

should win) 28. Kd2 should give White the
advantage as he can build up pressure on the Q-side.

D.
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I

A.

n

23...Rg2 does not turn o
24. Qe3 Nd5 (24. .. Ng8
be good for f.Jhite.J 25.
27. Re4 Rg8 28. Rf4 Kg7
enough for B1ack. If B
bJhite can play Rhel fo11
f^/hite is 25...Qa5 28, R

28. fxgT * KgB 29. Qf6 N
27,..QeS 28. Qxe5 dxe5
the game). 26. QxaZ Qc
,a11ows h/hite to play 28.
(Attempting to stop h/hite
rank by 29 . .. Ne7 loses
32. RhI+ Nh6 33. RxhE+
30. Qxc5 dxc5 31 . ReB f
be able to create a Dass
followed by doubling Roo
tl/hite the advantage. B
because of fO winnins.

g.

g.

2l..RQeI .Fxf5 Black has four other plausible waysof defending against the threat of Qe3.

A. 23. .. Qa5 B. 23...a6 C. 23. . .Rg7 D. 23...Nh5
23. .. Qa5 24. fxg6 RxgB 25 , QfB* RgB 26 . QxeT Qxc327. QxbT Rg2 28. Qb2 Qxf3 29. Qd4-leads to a double-
edged position which should favour white. There maybe other lines against 23. .. Qa5 which turn our morecl-ear-cut for tl,Jhite.

23...a6 24. Qe3 ReB (24...Nd5 is met by 25. f6!Black is forced to play 25,,.Nxf6 which leads to a baa
endgame for him.) 25. fxg6 fxg6 26. Qe6 Ke7 (otherwise
|{hite can play 27. Qcz with th; threat of R;hz+ followedby Rhll 27. f4 QdZ 28. RxhT+ KxhT Zg. Qf7+ Kh630. Rhl+ Nh5 31. Rg1 Qf5 (31 "..Nxf4 loses ro32. Qxf4+ Kh7 33. Qh4* Ke7 34. Qe4) 32. QxeB Qxf4*33. Kb2 Qf6 34. QcB is an interesting position whichis unclear. h/hite tries to create u iussed Dawn onthe Queen side while Black tries to force his passed
pawns home on the Kins side.

ut well fon Black because of--t5. f t' exf 6 26. QxaT must
Qd4 Nf3 ( 2s. . . Nb6 26, f6 exf6
29, Rxf6! is not quite good

lack does not play 27...Rgl
owed by Re7. Also favouring
xe7 NxeT 27. f6 Nf5
xg7 30. Qxd6. If Black plays
29. fxeT RgB 30. Rd1 finishes

7 27. Qe3 Nds {27...Ng8
fb exf6 29. Qd4 Qc5.

's Rooks occupying the eighth
to 30. QxfE NgB 31. RxhT+ KxhT
KgB 34. Qh4 f5 3s. QfO)
5 32. Kd2 and t^,hite should
ed pawn. ) 28. Qd4 Nf6 29 . fxg6
ks on the e file should give
lack cannot play 28.,,Nxc3

23.. "Nh5 24. Rh3 aE Q4...RgZ 25. Qe3 f6 26. fxg6 hxg627' Qh6* KgB 28. Rgl QfB 29. Rxg6 looks good for*white,so does 24,..Nf 6 25, Qe3 Nd5 26. f 6 or ZS...Reg
26 . QxaZ ) 25 . Qe3 ReB 28 , Qd4+ Nf6 (26 . ..KgB 27 . Rxh5
wins . 26. , , f6 27 . fxg8 hxg6 ZB. Qg4 RgB29. Rxh5+ gxh5 30. Qxh5* Kg7 31. Rg1* KiB32. Qh6* Kf7 33. Qh7* also wins for White. 26...Ns727. Rehl h5 2A. fxg6 fxg6 29. Qe4 Kh7 30. Rxh5* llxfrS31. Rxh5+ Kg7 32. Rg5 is no better for Black. 26...e527. fxe6 Qf6 28. Qxf6+ Nxf6 29. exfT Rxel+
30. Kdz Kg7 31. Kxel KxfT 32. Rh4 gives White an
gdvantageous endgame, ) 27 . Reh l KgB (27 . . "h5???. f*h!+ gxhS 29. Rxh5 KgB 30. Qg1* wins for t^lhite. )28. RxhT NxhZ 29. Qh+ e5 30. QxhTi ffA 31. Qh6+ Ke7
??. l"g0 fxg6 33. Qg7+ Ke6 34. RhE ReZ 35. Qxg6+ KdZ36. Qxd6+ Kc8 37. Qc5+ KbB 38. Rhs b6 (38...Qed
39. Qd6+ Ka7 40. Rh6 looks dangerous for Black.)
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39 . Qe3 QdE 40. RhB ReB

43. f5 Qc6 44. Qf4* KcB
position,

41, Rxe6 Qxe6 42. f4 e4
45. Qe5 gives l,ihite a won

a6 (Black has three other moves that do not
ransDose into otner Ilnes,

A. 24. " .b6 B. 24.,.Qb6 C. 24...Rg6

A. 24. ".bE 25. RxgB* QxgB 26. Rel Nd5 27 ' c4 Nf 6:- 28. RxeT Qgl* ie. Kbz NgB 30. R"9 Qd4* 31' c3 Qf2"
32. Kb3 agi 33. Qf6+ Ag7 34. QxgT+ KxET 35' RaB

gives White a won ending Yet again'

B" 24...Qb6 also gives White a won enciing after:- ZS. nxga+ KxgB Zd. Rel Nd5 27. c4 Q+2 28. Qd2 Qxd2+
13. KXCZ.

C. 24. .. RgG 25. RxgB fxg6 26. gxeg ag8 ( otherwise
White can play CFZ1 27. Qxf5 QxiZ 28. QcB NgB 29. Rel
gives chances to both sides, but White's pieces are
6etter placed.)

25. Rxs-B+ QxsB 26. Qe3 Nd5 (26...e6
ves White

27. Rgl QfB ?8. QgS NgB 29. Qxf5 bs
27 " As5 QcB 28. Rgl QgB 29. Qe3 QfB
White-to gain a Pawn as 30...e6 31 '
fo]lowed UV Qh4 is fatal for Black' )

is bad because of
a good position after

30. Qd7. 26 . .. QfB
30. Qc4 a1lows

Qd4 Qe7 32. c4

27 . Qd4* Nf 6 28. R"1 !!9 - 
l!-r--Q"1 ( regainilg- the pawn

0' Rg1 both lose'

Thepcsitionreachedisdifficulttoassess.White's
best course is to attack Black's pawn on the b file.

a'1 +h-,,ch R'l ank has three or f our lines which cannot be
a1 I LlluuSrr urue

immediStefy refuted it appears that even in those Iines
rdjhite has the better chances' White has, at worst' a

draw in those Positions. )

"My 1ittle 1ove, do You remember
'Ere we were grown so sadlY wise,

Those evenings in the bleak December
Curtain'd warm from snowy weather

h/hen you and I played chess together,-..- Check-mated 
-OV each others eyes? "
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